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were seen advancing, evidently with the intention of captur-

ing us. Firing was now resumed, when General Grimes

directed me through his courier, H. A. London, to withdraw.

The armistice had evidently been agreed to, but I did not

anticipate it. Still contesting the field I retired slowly.

The enemy seeing the movement hastened their advance with

the evident purpose of surrounding us and moved so rapidly

as to make some ruse necessary to check their zeal. In this

emergency, through an aide, James S. Battle, I ordered the

regimental commanders of Cox's Brigade to meet me at the

centre as we retired. I then directed their attention to a

gradually rising hill between us and the advancing columns of

the enemy, and directed that they face their regiments about

and at a double quick charge to the crest of the hill, and before

the enemy should recover from their surprise, halt, fire by

brigade, and then "with like rapid movement face about and

rejoin the division. Raising the ''rebel yell" the brigade with

celerity and precision, promptly and faultlessly executed the

order and having gained the brow of the hill, the enemy an-

ticipating a determined struggle, commenced to deploy and

prolong their line as if on parade. But before the movement

was fully executed the command rang along the Confederate

line clear and distinct above the din of battle, "Halt, ready,

aim, fire!" And while the encircling troops were surprised

and stunned by the audacity of the charge and the unusual

character of the fire, the brigade safely withdrew and regain-

ed the division, which in the meantime had been skirmishing

as it withdrew. General Gordon, superbly mounted, as we

passed by exclaimed, "Grandly and gloriously done!"

"this was the last charge of the army of

northern VIRGINIA."'

According to the above statements of Generals Grimes and

Cox, written in 1879, and published without any contradic-

tion from any source for more than twenty years, the last

charge made and the last volley fired at Appomattox by any

organized brigade of infantry was by Cox's North Carolina

Brigade. Their statements are true of my own personal

knowledge.

General Cox in his statement further says that "an irregu-


